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NOTE FROM THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Wel come to t he Sout2610 shual Newsletter,Gepaorting an phk ealersd@ year 2009.
Geographers across the country are thanked for providing their departmentaihckwlg)g appointments
for 2000, lists of publications (200€ated), comp | et ed mast er s6 t heses and ¢

2009 was a very special year for the National Geographioahi@unity and | want to thank Melanie Nicolau
and her team from the Geography Department of the University of South Africa (UNISA) for ttigim par
making things happen in hosting th® Biennial Society of South African Geographers Conference. Again
congratulations to professors Barnie Barnard a
Society for their contributicsito the discipghe of geography at this sanneeeting.

Lastly, congratulations to all departments that could list their completeds t #&hesssbddoctoral
dissertationandpublications for 2009. The university landscape in South Africa is hot becoming easier anc
still the productivity of some of the society members cannot go unndtedthe year 2010 be a successful
and fruitful year in an academic sense but make sure/tliadlso have aealthy balancetifestyle so that

you can enjoy themportant people close to you.

Prof Sanette Ferreira, University of Stellenbosch
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Attendees of the8™ Biennial Society of South African Geographers Conferencdi Ge o gr aphy f o
bett er 1uodrSéptermber 2009
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The 8th Biennial Society of South African Geographers Conference
0Geography for a better w

1 to 3 September 2009 Hosted by UNISA

The conference was formally opened by Professor Baahurst (Professor Emeritus, UP) with a plenary

t i t Geegtaphy for a Better World: Shared Prosperity Shared Proldemsvh er e s he di scu
only in the world around us, but also in the discipline Geography. A number of other plenary sspeake
i ncluded: Professor David Newman ( B@eopoltesragenda: U
understanding territory and borders in a globalised world Dr Mary Caravelis

( Mi a mi Shores) g a The spatialdynareics efnrdcial tamd cetinic aesiderfitial change in
urban America: The tale of two cities in MiaDade County and the State of Florida Pr of e s s c
Meadows (University of Cape Town), was the plenary speaker during the special session on Clima
Change hi s p | e nBhe lpng and the dharttofliteagphysical geographical perspective on climate
change® . Mr Sebastian Mathews (Board member of t
GRCF) were 1invited Astset BgsedeCGommity Degelopmant.k on PMRof es
Liebenburg (Professor Emeritus, UNISA), gave a very insightful plenary during the Gala Dinner titlec
fiMaps: Visions of the Wortd .

Presentations Lunch time and networking

Throughout the conference various challenges of our changing world were presented and discussed in
over 100 papers. National and International Geographers shared their research findings during rigorc
academidiscourse and debate, with just over 160 conference delegates.

During the conference the British Council opened their Darwin exhibition. This exhibition was attended b
150 school children from disadvantaged schools in Gauteng.

A workshop for educatonsas held on the last day of the conference. This workshop was facilitated by Dr
Peter Beets (US), and was attend by 26 educators.

During the Gala Dinner, Professor Gustav Visser presented Professor Wilhelm Barnard and Prof Gord

Pirie (in absentia) #h the honour of been nominated as Fellows of the Society of South African

Geographers. Professor Barnard was recognised for his lifetime achievements in research, writing, teachi
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scholarship and administrative work related to professional GeograPhgfessor Pirie was recognised for
his lifetime achievements in research and teaching.

Professor Wilhelm Barnard (newly appointed Fellow of the Society of South African Geographers)
and past President of the SSAG, Professor Gustav Visser.

The conference as a whole provided an indication that our discipline can not only meet the demands frc
within our discipline, but also the demands from outside the discipline.

Excursion to Freedom Park



The National Geography Student Conferenc&1 August to 1 September 2009

nGeography for a better worl

The conference was opened by Professor | an Mei k
study fieldandrée t er at ed t he i mportance of s tanacadanicicareerc o n
A total of 61 papers were presented by students from the University of Cape Town, University o
Stellenbosch, University of Venda, University of the Free State, Monash University, University of Pretoria
University of South Africa, Rodes University, University of Fort Hare, University of Western Cape and
Wits University. There was a wide array of topics presented that spanned very relevant topics in all areas
Geography. Two students were presented with awards for the qualibeiofpapers: Ms A Sotenjwa
(University of Western Cape) and Ms MK Riehl (University of Pretoria). Dr Pippin Anderson ended the day
of presentations with a discussion on the post graduate programme at the University of Cape Town. T
conference was conaed with a Steam Train Trip around Pretoria, and a visit to Freedom Park.

Geography students at a social gathering



